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New Year’s greetings to all of our brothers in the Province of St. Nicholas, the Order, the 

Augustinian Recollect Sisters, our Secular Augustinian Recollects, Guild members, and the 

Hispanic Committee, as well as our parishioners at Sacred Heart Church! 

 

Advent, 2022. Sacred Heart Parish held its annual Jesse Tree service on the evening of       

December 1 to begin the season of Advent. The service consisted in a series of Old and New 

Testament readings identifying the ancestors of Jesus together with images representing each 

figure that were then hung on the “tree.” Various parishioners along with the friars proclaimed the 

scriptures, which were accompanied by Advent hymns sung by the Sacred Heart choir. Sisters 

Servants of Mary Immaculate (Sloatsburg), Sisters of Charity (Nanuet) and Sisters of Life 

(Suffern) were also present for the service. 

 

 

 
 

 
“O Come, Divine Messiah!” Frs. John Gruben, Michael Rafferty, and Eric Crelencia join parishioners 

 to celebrate the beginning of the Advent season with the lighting and decorating of the Jesse Tree. 

 



 

 
 

Advent Sale (l to r): Fr. John joins Chris Schnabel, and Patt Chester for the annual Advent fund raiser on 

November 27. This year the parish decided to sell sweat shirts and coffee mugs made up with the Sacred 

Heart logo and colors. Hot chocolate and other goodies were also available. 

 

 

 
 

Shawl Ministry Christmas get together: Fr. Eric (l) joins the ladies from the parish Shawl Ministry  

for pre-Christmas meeting on December 9. The ladies have knitted more than 900 shawls for distribution 

to the homebound and others who would benefit from a warm and comforting wrap. Congratulations! 

 

 



Day of the Order. The Suffern community joined the Union City friars for a concelebrated Mass 

at St. Augustine Church in Union City on Monday, December 5, to celebrate the Day of the Order. 

Fr. Eliseo Gonzalez was main celebrant and homilist for the occasion. Following the Mass and 

greeting of the congregation the friars reassembled at St. Nicholas Residence for convivencia and 

a very tasty lunch. 

 

 
 
 Anniversary Mass (l to r): Frs. Jose Maria Martinez, Charles Huse, John Docherty,  

Eric Crelencia, Eliseo Gonzalez, Michael Rafferty, Antonio Ciordia, John Gruben, 

and Paco Legarra. 

 

 

Guadalupe Novena, 2022.  
 

The parish community received the pilgrim images of Our Lady of Guadalupe and San Juan Diego 

brought from Mexico City by the Antorcha de Guadalupe group which arrived on the evening of 

December 5. The pilgrim group marched up Lafayette Avenue (Main Street) which had been 

closed for the occasion and was received at the entrance to the church. After an opening Mass, 

celebrated by Fr. Michael and assisted by Frs. John and Eric, the images remained in the sanctuary 

overnight and then were transported by the group to their next destination in Orange County. Our 

local Hispanic groups prayed the rosary each evening of the Novena. Las Mañanitas was held 

from 5:00-6:00 a.m. on December 12 and an evening Mass was celebrated with Fr. John as 

celebrant and Fr. Eric as homilist. Following the Mass a reception was held in the cafeteria with 

chocolate, tamales, and other holiday favorites. The Hispanic choirs provided music for all of the 

services. 
 



 
 

        Guadalupe Blessing: Fr. Michael accompanied by Fr. Eric blesses the children 

         following the Mass on December 5. 

 

 

 
 

Feast of Guadalupe (l to r): Frs. Eric, Michael, and John stand next to images of our Lady of 

Guadalupe and San Juan Diego after an evening Mass on December 12. This illuminated image 

of Guadalupe was a gift from the Sisters of St. Zita’s Villa in Monsey and has been used for 

several years for parish celebrations. 



Sacred Heart Staff Christmas Party, 2022 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Religious articles made in Bethlehem were on sale at Sacred Heart  

on December 17-18 in the school gym. Fr. John stands with Laith and Nina  

who represented the various Christian artists from the Holy Land, whose  

work is supported by the sale. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Pageant, 2022: Sacred Heart youth under the direction of Pedro Luna and Scott Bisig 

reenact the Christmas story on the stage in Sacred Heart gym. The pageant, cancelled for several 

years due to the pandemic has returned this year much to the delight of the parishioners. 

 



 

 
 

Las Posadas: Pedro Luna (r) stands with several parishioners,  

during another traditional pre-Christmas celebration of the journey 

 of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Midnight Mass (l to r): Fr. Eric, Scott Bisig (Acolyte), and Frs. Michael  

and John at the Night Mass at Sacred Heart. 

 

 



Community visit with the Augustinian Recollect Sisters in Belvidere, New Jersey. On       

December 28, Feast of Holy Innocents, the AR friars from Suffern and Union City made their 

regular visit to the Sisters who put on the traditional feast followed by the singing of Christmas 

Carols and exchange of presents. This year the Sisters had many more treats than tricks!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

AR Sisters chapel in Belvidere, NJ, Christmas, 2022. 

 

 

For all parish news, upcoming events, and Mass schedules,  

see www.sacredheartparish.org 

  

For the latest news on Venerable Bishop Alphonse Gallegos, OAR,  

see www.bishopgallegos.org 

 
 

 

Fr. John Gruben, OAR, prior 

Theresa Giampaglia, SAR president 

Connie Montanye, Guild President 
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